
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Dear Members of the BCCC-CURE Community,  

Welcome to the sixth edition of our Brooklyn College Cancer Center (BCCC-CURE) newsletter. In this 
issue, we update you on the activities and accomplishments of our BCCC-CURE faculty, staff, and 
student members since January 2025. We are excited to report on the accomplishments and 
innovative new projects of our researchers, students, educators, community outreach workers, along 
with our partners. We would also like to express our thanks to the American Cancer Society, the Gray 
Foundation, and our donors, partners, and friends for the continued support of the BCCC-CURE. 
 
We hope you enjoy reading this issue of the BCCC-CURE Newsletter. If you have any feedback or 
comments to make please do not hesitate to contact our team at: BCCC-CURE@brooklyn.cuny.edu 

 

SPRIN G 2025  H IGHL IGHT S  

 

ACS DICRIDG PILOT GRANTS  
 

 

 

Dr. Garumma Feyissa, Assistant Professor, Health and Nutrition Sciences 

Department 

 

Unmet Needs and Coping Mechanisms: What Matters Most to African-
Born Cancer Survivors? 
 

Once diagnosed with breast cancer, women face not only physical 
symptoms but also psychological, emotional, social, economic and financial 

challenges. Dr. Feyissa’s project will explore the life trajectories of African-born 
breast cancer survivors residing in the US by drawing insights from their personal 

narratives and lived experiences. The project goes beyond clinical outcomes to consider how survivorship is 
shaped by cultural identity, immigration experiences, and structural barriers in this unique population. The 
project will explore challenges encountered by cancer survivors as they reintegrate themselves into society, and 
possible solutions that some of them have devised to tackle those challenges. By exploring the life trajectories 
of breast cancer survivors, the study will uncover some successful strategies used by cancer survivors to divert 
energy from the negative effects of the disease, to maximize their overall functioning and to support other 
newly diagnosed patients. The project is expected to generate evidence that lays groundwork to better 
understand strategies to design better pathways for patients with cancer in the entire social and healthcare 
system and ultimately enable breast cancer survivors to enjoy the maximum possible level of quality of life. 
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ACS DICRIDG PILOT GRANTS  
 

Dr. Margrethe Horlyck-Romanovsky, Assistant Professor, Health and 

Nutrition Sciences Department 
 

New York City Breast and Colorectal Cancer Screening Behavior by Race, 
Nativity, and Country of Origin: NYC CHS 2015–2019 
 

The project investigates how race, ethnicity, nativity, country of origin, 
and neighborhood impact screening and cancer incidence rates. New 
York City offers a unique opportunity to disaggregate data by race, place 
of birth, and immigration history. The project examines how social and 
structural factors, including access to healthcare, medical mistrust, 
transportation, and income, may influence cancer prevention and detection. Using five years of data from the 
New York City Community Health Survey, United Hospital Fund Neighborhood data, and PUMA-level cancer 
incidence data from the New York State Cancer Registry, the team will map geographic inequities. Cancer 
screening, incidence, prognosis, and mortality rates have been shown to differ significantly between US-born 
and international-born people by race, region of origin, ethnicity, age, and social determinants of health. This 
interdisciplinary study will examine such disparities and potential inequities at the population level. The project 
aligns with BCCC-CURE’s mission to support community-based, equity-centered cancer research and 
community-based participatory best practice, as findings will be interpreted in partnership with a Community 
Advisory Board and a public town hall. The research team hopes that the project will inform culturally relevant 
interventions and outreach strategies aimed at increasing cancer screening rates and promoting earlier 
detection. 

 

 

Dr. Mara Schvarzstein, Assistant Professor, Biology Department 

 

Developing Structured Condensates for Potential Anti-Cancer Drug Delivery 
 
Whole genome doubling (WGD) or polyploidization is a common genomic 
abnormality observed in approximately 30% of human cancers, including 
solid tumors and hematopoietic malignancies. WGD promotes chromosome 
instability, aneuploidy, and is permissive for other chromosomal aberrations. 

My lab's overarching goal has been to understand, from a mechanistic 
perspective, the causes and consequences of polyploidy and aneuploidy. Despite 

WGD’s critical role in cancer, identifying the gene expression patterns regulating it 
has been hindered by its complexity and context dependent effects. Polyploidization and depolyploidization 
influence every stage of a cancer patient's experience, from tumor development, progression, treatment resistance, 
and recurrence. Moreover, WGD have both oncogenic and tumor-suppressive effects, depending on the cell type 
or tissue being studied. To overcome these difficulties my lab developed a method to rapidly generate synthetic 
Caenorhabditis elegans (C. elegans) tetraploid strains from diploids. Direct comparison of isogenic diploid and 
tetraploid animals revealed that physiological changes in tetraploids such as alterations in cell size and cell division 
dynamics, fitness, and stress responses, align with known effects of polyploidization in cancer. Therefore, we will 
use C. elegans tetraploids to identify gene expression patterns that drive and maintain polyploidization before and 
after treatment. Our analysis of meiotic mutant divisions indicates a link between meiotic genes, which play a role 
in cancer development and progression, and the regulation or maintenance of polyploidization. We will test this 
hypothesis by altering the expression levels of meiotic genes in both diploid and polyploid cells and organisms. 
 

 

 



ACS MASTERS SCHOLARS 

We’re thrilled to celebrate our 2025 ACS Masters Scholar, who will be pursuing a fully funded 
master’s degree in Computer Science under the mentorship of Dr. Kletenik! 

 

Adil Hussain, Computer Information Science Department 

Cancer survivorship is frequently accompanied by lasting physical, 
cognitive, and emotional challenges that significantly impair quality of life. 
Common issues include fatigue, memory deficits, reduced mobility, and 
heightened social isolation. While rehabilitation and cognitive training 
programs have shown benefits, adherence remains low due to limited 
personalization, insufficient motivation, and accessibility barriers. 

The advent of generative artificial intelligence (AI), particularly large 
language models (LLMs), offers a promising avenue for delivering scalable, 
personalized, and engaging health interventions. This research centers on 

the design and development of GAIN (Gamified AI Intervention), a mobile health (mHealth) application intended 
to improve physical activity, cognitive engagement, and social well-being among cancer survivors. 

GAIN's core innovation lies in its integration of LLM-powered conversational coaching, gamified behavioral 
incentives, and community features, all customized to the unique needs of each user. By embedding AI within a 
gamified framework, GAIN seeks to enhance user motivation, promote adherence, and ultimately support better 
long-term health outcomes. 

 
 

ACS-BCCC-CURE SUMMER INTERNSHIPS FOR UNDERGRADUATE 
UNDERREPRESENTED STUDENTS 
 
We congratulate our 2025 cohort of ACS-BCCC-CURE Summer Interns. We are pleased to 
congratulate our six Internship awardees, who in addition to receiving a $5,000 stipend to 
support a 10-week-long, hands on summer research experience, will also receive tailored 
capacity building and career readiness training and mentorship over the course of the 
summer.  
 
Adetimilehin (Evelyn) Adeyemo will complete research under the mentorship of Dr. Maria Contel, 
Chemistry and Biochemistry Department. This research is titled “Investigating the Effects of Barasertib 
on Aurora B Kinase and Histone H3 in Yeast ALS/FTD Models.” 
 
Kara Duclosel will complete research under the mentorship of Dr. Maria Contel, Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Department. This research is titled “Evaluation of the (Neuro)Protective Effect and 
Mechanism of Action of Anticancer Gold(I)-Based Compounds.” 
  
Grela Jerliu will complete research under the mentorship of Dr. Shaneen Singh, Biology Department. This 
research is titled “Computational Modeling of PARP1 Isoforms and Breast Cancer-Associated Mutations: 
Probing Interactions with Nucleolin and Their Role in Breast Cancer Progression.” 

 
Yelyzaveta (Elizabeth) Kurchak will complete research under the mentorship of Dr. Ankit Jain, Chemistry 
and Biochemistry Department. This research is titled “Investigating Redox Responsive Assembly Inside 
Coacervates for Prospective Anti-Cancer Drug Delivery.” 



 

ACS-BCCC-CURE SUMMER INTERNSHIPS FOR UNDERGRADUATE UNDERREPRESENTED 
STUDENTS (Continued) 
 
Imane Ouadah will complete research under the 
mentorship of Dr. Cheryl Carmichael, Psychology 
Department. This research is titled “Exploring HPV 
Vaccine Beliefs and Reasons for/for Not Getting the 
HPV Vaccine Between Individuals with an Unknown 
HPV Vaccination Status and Known HPV Vaccination 
Status.” 

 
Rebecca Turay will complete research under the 
mentorship of Dr. Maria Contel, Chemistry and 
Biochemistry Department. This research is titled 
“Development of Platinum-Gold Compounds as 
Potential Chemotherapeutics in Ovarian Cancer.” 

 

 

 
GRAY FOUNDATION – BCCC-CURE SUMMER DOCTORAL STUDENTS RESEARCH 
MENTORSHIP INITIATIVE  
 

The BCCC-CURE (via the Gray Foundation) is proud to continue our initiative to support doctoral-
student led undergraduate summer opportunities in different areas of research, with one 
undergraduate researcher mentored by one doctoral student. Through this tiered mentorship 
structure, the mentoring initiative prepares undergraduates to conduct independent research in 
a collaborative environment, while training the Doctoral Researchers to become successful 
mentors.  
 

 
 

Aaron Manu 
 

Doctoral Student, 
Chemistry and Biochemistry 

Department, Brooklyn College  
and Biology Program,  

Graduate Center, CUNY 

 
 

Pasindu Wijerathne 
 

Doctoral Student, Biology 
Department, Brooklyn College and 

Biochemistry Program, 
Graduate Center, CUNY 

 
 

Arefa Yeasmin 

 
Doctoral Student, 

Chemistry and Biochemistry 
Department, Brooklyn College  

and Biology Program,  
Graduate Center, CUNY 

 

 

 

(L to R) Rebecca Turay, Yelyzaveta Kurchack, and Kara Duclosel  
(not pictured: Grela Jerliu, Imane Ouadah, and (Evelyn) Adetimilehin 

Adeyem) 
 



GRAY FOUNDATION – BCCC-CURE SUMMER RESEARCH INTERNSHIP 
UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT PROGRAM 
 
We are pleased to congratulate our three Summer 2025 Undergraduate Research Internship awardees, 
who each receive a $4,000 stipend, and our one partial award recipient ($2,000), supported by the Gray 
Foundation to participated in 8-weeks of state-of-the-art cancer research and professional development 
activities with a BCCC-CURE member at Brooklyn College.  
 
Srinidhi Chinnadurai will complete research in the 
Regaida Lab titled “HPV Infection Perceived Concerns and 
Reasons for Completing and Not Starting the HPV Vaccine 
Series Among Young Adult Males.” 
 
Marayke Mayrata will complete research in the Contel 
Lab titled “Isolation of the Degradation Product of a 
Ruthenium Based Anticancer Agent.” 
 
Priscilla Ramchand will complete research in the Torrente 
Lab titled “Epigenetic Landscape of MATR3 Proteinopathy 
in a Yeast Model of Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis.” 
 
Gulnara Zaynullina will complete research in the Cevher 
Lab titled “Defects in CTDP1-Mediator Interaction May 
Result in Disrupted Gene Regulation Which May Lead to 
Cancer.”  
 

 
 

GRAY FOUNDATION – BCCC-CURE TRAVEL AWARDS 
 

Congratulations to David Amoh Boateng, Aaron Manu, & Kathrine Menendez, recipients of the Gray 
Foundation-BCCC-CURE Travel Award, which support conference attendance and research 
presentations in the Summer and Fall of 2025. 
 

 
 

GRAY FOUNDATION- BCCC-CURE SUMMER RESEARCH INTERNSHIP HIGH-SCHOOL 
STUDENT PROGRAM 
 

We are excited to announce our 2025 High School Students Research Internship cohort of high school 
students performing research in the laboratories of BCCC-CURE Members for Spring/Summer of 2025. 
This program provides a funded opportunity for upcoming 11th and 12th grade students in public High 
Schools in NYC to get involved in cancer-related research with a BCCC-CURE principal investigators. 

 
Zuvi Quang (Midwood High School) will complete research in the Singh Lab titled “Constructing a Full-Length 
3D Model of BRCA 1.” 
 
Simone Ware (High School for Mathematics, Science and Engineering at City College) will complete research in 
the Contel Lab titled “Evaluation of the Antiproliferative Activity of Carboplatin-Basic Compounds in a Panel of 
Ovarian Cancer Cell Line.” 

 

(L to R) Gulnara Zaynullina & Priscilla Ramchand 
(not pictured: Srinidhi Chinnadurai & Marayka Mayrata) 
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Our researchers have published 23 cancer and health related articles, books, and book 
chapters through the first six months of 2025. 
 

Adler, R. F., & Kletenik, D. Empowering access: 
Integrating multiple means of engagement when 
teaching accessible design principles. Education 
and Information Technologies, 1-20. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-025-13324-y  
 
Bejcek, L. P., Eli, O. S., Kapkayeva, D. M., Nafie, J., 
Beutler, J. A., Gallicchio, E., Sackett, D. L., & 
Murelli, R. P. Deconstruction of 
Desacetamidocolchicine's B Ring Reveals a Class 3 
Atropisomeric AC Ring with Tubulin Binding 
Properties. The Journal of Organic Chemistry, 
10.1021/acs.joc.5c00284. Advance online 
publication. 
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.5c00284 
 
Bennett, S. A., Cobos, S. N., Fisher, R. M. A., Son, 
E., Frederic, R., Segal, R., Yousuf, H., Chan, K., 
Dansu, D. K., & Torrente, M. P. Direct and Indirect 
Protein Interactions Link FUS Aggregation to 
Histone Post-Translational Modification 
Dysregulation and Growth Suppression in an 
ALS/FTD Yeast Model. Journal of Fungi (Basel, 
Switzerland), 11(1), 58. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/jof11010058  
 
Chou, J., Li, M. Z., Wey, B., Mumtaz, M., Ramroop, 
J. R., Singh, S., & Govind, S. Venomous Cargo: 
Diverse Toxin-Related Proteins Are Associated 
with Extracellular Vesicles in Parasitoid Wasp 
Venom. Pathogens (Basel, Switzerland), 14(3), 
255. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens14030255  
 
Coradi Tonon, C., de Souza Rastelli, A. N., 
Bodahandi, C., Ashraf, S., Hasan, T., Xu, Q., Greer, 
A., & Lyons, A. M. Effect of treatment frequency 
on the efficacy of superhydrophobic antimicrobial 
photodynamic therapy of periodontitis in a wistar 
rat model. Photochemistry and photobiology, 
101(3), 592–608. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.14021 
 
Dragulska, S. A., Acosta Santiago, M., Swierczek, 
S., Chuang, L., Camacho-Vanegas, O., Camacho, S. 
C., Padron-Rhenals, M. M., Martignetti, J. A., & 
Mieszawska, A. J. Synthesis and Characterization 
 
 

of Poly(Lactic-Co-Glycolic Acid)–Paclitaxel (PLGA-
PTX) Nanoparticles Evaluated in Ovarian Cancer 
Models. Pharmaceutics, 17(6), 689. 
https://doi.org/10.3390/pharmaceutics17060689   
 
Dragulska, S.A., Santiago, M.A., Poursharifi, M., & 
Mieszawska, A.J. Peptide-Coated Nanoparticles 
for Noninvasive Biomedical Imaging. In: Callmann, 
C. (eds) Biomedical Nanotechnology. Methods in 
Molecular Biology, vol 2902. Humana, New York, 
NY. https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-0716-4402-
7_3  
 
Essang, S., Iyer, A., Durantini, A. M., & Greer, A. 
Analysis of singlet oxygen transport from air to 
surface by phosphorescence-slope inflection 
angle (SIA) approach. Photochemistry and 
Photobiology. https://doi.org/10.1111/php.14125  
 
Guarneri, F., Cortes, L., Ghali, C., Clovis, J., 
Pouget, E. R., Hunter, S., & Cheung, M. M. Sweet 
taste preference on snack choice, added sugars 
intake, and diet quality- a pilot study. BMC 
Nutrition, 11(1), 94. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40795-025-01076-4 
 
Ihalagedara, H. B., Xu, Q., Greer, A., & Lyons, A. 
M. High singlet oxygen yields from a polymer-
supported photosensitizer via 
superhydrophobicity and control of 
photosensitizer morphology. Applied Surface 
Science, 695, 162826. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apsusc.2025.162826  
 
Ihalagedara, H. B., Xu, Q., Greer, A., & Lyons, A. 
M. Singlet oxygen generation on a 
superhydrophobic surface: Effect of 
photosensitizer coating and incident wavelength 
on 1O2 yields. Photochemistry and Photobiology, 
101(1), 167–179. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.13969 
 
Iyer, A., Lapoot, L., & Greer, A. Mechanistic and 
Curtin–Hammett Studies of the 1O2 Oxidation of a 
Prenyl Phenol and Phenolate Anion. Journal of 
Physical Organic Chemistry, 38(5), e70014. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/poc.70014  
 

 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10639-025-13324-y
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.joc.5c00284
https://doi.org/10.3390/jof11010058
https://doi.org/10.3390/pathogens14030255
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.14021
https://doi.org/10.3390/pharmaceutics17060689
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-0716-4402-7_3
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-0716-4402-7_3
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.14125
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40795-025-01076-4
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.apsusc.2025.162826
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.13969
https://doi.org/10.1002/poc.70014
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Jarzyna, M.A., Ohyama, L., Economo, E.P., Gill, 
J.L., Mascarenhas, R., Okie, J.G., Qin, C., Rabosky, 
D.L., Staniczenko, P.P., Hickerson, M.J., & 
Gillespie, R.G. Emergence and Dynamics of 
Regional Species Pools. Global Ecology and 
Biogeography, 34(5), p.e70046. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.70046 
 
Leng, J., Lui, F., Chan, C., Chen, R. Y., Wu, M., 
Narang, B., & Gany, F. Recruitment and Retention 
of Chinese Men at High Risk for Lung Cancer: 
Lessons Learned from a Pilot Trial of a 
Community Health Worker Intervention to 
Increase Lung Cancer Screening Uptake. Public 
Health in Practice, 100621. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.puhip.2025.100621 
 
Liu, C., Wang, A., Iyer, M., Slaughter, G., Bosch, A., 
Lodvikov, E., Zhou, K.Z., Kletenik, D., & Adler, R.F. 
Teaching Accessibility: A Family Workshop for 
Middle School Students. In Proceedings of the 
Extended Abstracts of the CHI Conference on 
Human Factors in Computing Systems (pp. 1-8). 
https://doi.org/10.1145/3706599.3719716 
 
Liu, C., Zhou, K. Z., Sy, S., Lodvikov, E., Shan, J., 
Kletenik, D., & Adler, R. F. Opening Digital Doors: 
Early Lessons in Software Accessibility for K-8 
Students. In Proceedings of the 56th ACM 
Technical Symposium on Computer Science 
Education V. 1 (pp. 722-728). 
https://doi.org/10.1145/3641554.3701857 
 
Lui, F., Zhang, Q., Bao, G. C., Narang, B., Chen, R. 
Y., Niu, Y., Leng, J., & Breitbart, W. Refinement of 
a meaning-centered counseling program for 
Chinese patients with advanced cancer: 
integrating cultural adaptation and 
implementation science approaches. BMC Health 
Services Research, 25(1), 85. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-024-12124-3  
 
Kobrak, M. N., Nykypanchuk, D., Jain, A., Louz, E., 
& Jarzecki, A. A. Proton Transfer Equilibrium in 
Pseudoprotic Ionic Liquids: Inferences on Ionic 
Populations. The Journal of Physical Chemistry. B, 
129(4), 1376–1386. 
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jpcb.4c07150  
 
 

Nahar, K., Essang, S., Lapoot, L., & Greer, A. 
Tandem singlet oxygenation: Regioselective 
reaction of two 1O2 molecules by a 
nonconjugated diprenyl phenol. Photochemistry 
and Photobiology. 
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.70005 
 
Parthasarathy, P. D., Adler, R. F., Kletenik, D., 
Joshi, S., & Mittal, A. M. Skill, Will, or Both? 
Understanding Digital Inaccessibility from 
Accessibility Professionals’ Viewpoint. In 
Proceedings of the Extended Abstracts of the CHI 
Conference on Human Factors in Computing 
Systems (pp. 1-9). 
https://doi.org/10.1145/3706599.3720277  
 
Reigada, L. C., Kaighobadi, F., Niwa, E. Y., Ahmed, 
T., Carlson, D. J., & Shane, J. An intersectional 
examination of the impact of COVID-stress and 
discrimination on college students' resilience and 
mental health. Journal of American College 
Health, 73(2), 824–834. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/07448481.2023.2249104  
 
Wetzel, G. M., Wolfer, C., Carmichael, C. L., & 
Sanchez, D. T. An Experimental Investigation of 
Sexual Scripts by Partner Gender: Anticipated 
Clitoral Stimulation and Partner Orgasm Pursuit 
Shape Women's Orgasm Expectations. Archives of 
Sexual Behavior, 10.1007/s10508-025-03169-4. 
Advance online publication. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-025-03169-4  
 
Wolfer, C., & Carmichael, C. L. Personal and 
perceived partner orgasm pursuit: A daily diary 
study about the gendered orgasm gap. Journal of 
Social and Personal Relationships, 
02654075251316579. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/02654075251316579 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/geb.70046
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.puhip.2025.100621
https://doi.org/10.1145/3706599.3719716
https://doi.org/10.1145/3641554.3701857
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12913-024-12124-3
https://doi.org/10.1021/acs.jpcb.4c07150
https://doi.org/10.1111/php.70005
https://doi.org/10.1145/3706599.3720277
https://doi.org/10.1080/07448481.2023.2249104
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10508-025-03169-4
https://doi.org/10.1177/02654075251316579
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Thank you to our amazing BCCC-CURE interns and volunteers of 2024 and 2025! 

 
 

SPRIN G 2025  EVENT SPO TLIGHT  

 

BCCC-CURE Spring 2025 Scientific Seminars and Symposia 
 

January 28, 2025, 12:30 – 1:30PM BCCC-CURE Joint Seminar with Chemistry & Biochemistry Department by Dr. 
Clotilde Policar (Dean of the sciences education of Ecole Normale Supérieur, Deputy Director of the Laboratoire des 
BioMolécules) “Metal Complexes in Cells: From Bio-Activity to Bio-Imaging” hosted by Prof. Maria Contel in Room # 
3143 Ingersoll. 
 

February 14, 2025, 12:30 – 1:30PM BCCC-CURE Joint Seminar with Chemistry & Biochemistry Department by  Dr. 
Alvaro Lopez-Sanchez, (Brooklyn College Cancer Center – American Cancer Society Postdoctoral Fellow, Chemistry 
and Biochemistry Department) “Development of Pt(IV) conjugates of oxaliplatin and redox modulators as anticancer 
agents with reduced neurotoxicity” hosted by Prof. Maria Contel in Room # 3143 Ingersoll. 
 

March 6, 2025, 12:30-1:30PM For a Safe and Healthy World: Talk by 2024 Nobel Peace Prize recipient Ms. Masako 
Wada, (Assistant Secretary General, Nihon Hidankyo – The Japan Confederation of Atomic Bomb Sufferers 
Organizations) Event Co-hosted by: Brooklyn College Cancer Center; Center for Health Promotion of the Dept. of 
Health and Nutrition Sciences. Supported by: BC History Dept., Sociology Dept., Philosophy Dept. & the Ethyle R. Wolfe 
Institute for the Humanities. Co-sponsored by American Cancer Society and the Gray Foundation 
 

March 14, 2025, 12:30 – 1:30PM BCCC-CURE Joint Seminar with Chemistry Department by Dr. Prabodhika 
Mallikaratchy (Professor Department of Molecular, Cellular & Biomedical Sciences, CUNY School of Medicine) “The 
development of novel functional nucleic acid materials as tools to elucidate complex biological interactions” hosted 
by Prof. Maria Contel in Room # 3143 Ingersoll. 
 

March 21, 2025, 12:30 – 1:30PM BCCC-CURE Joint Seminar with Biology Department by Dr.  Joshua C. 
Leinwand  (Assistant Professor, Department of Surgery, Division of Surgical Oncology, Icahn School of Medicine and 
Mount Sinai) Title: “Tissue Microbes, Immunity and Cancer”, hosted by Prof. Anjana Saxena in Room # 3143 Ingersoll. 
 

April 4, 2025, 12:30 – 1:30PM  BCCC-CURE Joint Seminar with Dept. of Health and Nutrition Sciences by Dr. David 
Berrigan (Program Director, Behavioral Research Program, Division of Cancer Control and Population Sciences, 
National Cancer Institute) Title: “Addressing Modifiable Risk Factors for Cancer Prevention and Control: Resources 
and Opportunities from NCI”, hosted by Prof. Margrethe Horlyck-Romanovsky.  
 

May 8, 2025, 12:30 – 2:00PM Friedman Lecture by Dr. Carol Carter (SUNY Distinguished Professor, Department of 
Microbiology and Immunology, Stony Brook University Renaissance School of Medicine (RSOM) “Anti-Viral 
Therapeutics Targeted To Host Proteins” hosted by  Prof. Ryan Murelli at the BC Library, Tanger Auditorium. 

(L to R) Laziza Tolkunova, Eniola Adiat, Victoria Yousef,  
[Ana Bartolomé], Vonetta Elvis, Tre Laforce, Kiroulos Sidra 

 

https://www.chimie.ens.fr/en/clotilde-policar/
https://www.chimie.ens.fr/en/clotilde-policar/
https://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/maria-contel-phd/
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alvaro-Lopez-Sanchez-2
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Alvaro-Lopez-Sanchez-2
https://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/maria-contel-phd/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2024/nihon-hidankyo/interview/
https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/peace/2024/nihon-hidankyo/interview/
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/people/prabodhika-mallikaratchy
https://www.gc.cuny.edu/people/prabodhika-mallikaratchy
https://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/maria-contel-phd/
https://www.mskcc.org/research/ski/labs/members/josh-leinwand
https://www.mskcc.org/research/ski/labs/members/josh-leinwand
http://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/anjana-saxena/
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/staff/david-berrigan
https://cancercontrol.cancer.gov/brp/staff/david-berrigan
https://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/horlyck-romanovsky-margrethe-dr/
https://renaissance.stonybrookmedicine.edu/mi/program/faculty/carter
http://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/ryan-murelli/


May 15, 2025, 12:30 – 1:30PM BCCC-CURE Joint Scientific Seminar with Chemistry & Biochemistry Department by Dr. 
Masaoki Kawasumi (Professor Department of Dermatology, University of Washington) “Caffeine and Epigenetics: 
Novel Approaches to Prevent and Treat Skin Cancer” hosted by Prof. Alexander Greer in Room # 2143 Ingersoll. 
 

June 5 & June 6, 2025, 9:00AM – 2:30PM In-person training on Artificial Intelligence, with speaker Dr. Juana 
Mendenhall (Vice Provost of Academic Innovation & Learning, Morehouse College). The training/workshop will focus 
on different aspects of AI, and in addition to research uses (for different fields, the cancer title is generic due to the 
grant) will include pedagogy components as well. Title: “Integrating Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning in 
Cancer Research: An Interactive Training at Brooklyn College Cancer Center” hosted by Prof. Maria Contel. This 
training is open to all BCCC-CURE members and members of the more closely related departments (Biology, 
Chemistry, Psychology, Health & Nutrition Sciences). 
 

Community Outreach & Educational Events  
 

March 4th, 2025, 12:30 – 2:30PM Staff Cancer Prevention Event Third Annual Cancer Prevention Information Session 
for Brooklyn College Staff: On Lung Cancer & Cervical Cancer. 
 

March 13th, 2025, 6:00-8:30PM HERstory is Boundless Panel Discussion, Hosted by Women of Color Student Club Co-
Sponsored by Women’s Center, BC Student Activities Involvement and Leadership, and BCCC-CURE.  
 

April 29th, 2025, 11:00AM – 3:00PM Albany’s Center Advocacy Day: BC Against Cancer Team’s Field Trip to Albany, 
lobbing for life-saving cancer care policies with American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network (ACS CAN). 
 

May 1st, 2025, 12:15 – 2:15PM in-person training on Stem Cell Donor Saliva Sample Collection by instructor: Dr. 
Martin Hogan (Leukemia Survivor, Director of Windsor Tough, and Emergency Surgical Dentist at Loyola University 
Medical Center), BCCC-CURE and the American Medical Student Association (AMSA). 
 

May 6th, 2025, 12:15 – 2:15PM BC Health and Wellness Fair – in collaboration with BC Health Programs/Immunization 
Office and BCCC-CURE.  
 

June 4th, 2025, 11:00AM – 3:00PM D.C.’s Center Advocacy Day: BC Against Cancer Team’s Field Trip to Washington 
D.C., lobbing for life-saving cancer care policies with HPV Cancers Alliance. 
 

       
 

     
 

      

https://derm.uw.edu/people/faculty/masaoki-kawasumi
https://derm.uw.edu/people/faculty/masaoki-kawasumi
https://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/alecgreer/
https://morehouse.edu/directory/juana-mendenhall
https://morehouse.edu/directory/juana-mendenhall
https://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/team-details/maria-contel-phd/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1obVcTBiEKtpi38tQYKv3z8Nyia_DpiQVFLHyZ6q2ms-TgFSWItWufoq71sVQzPBRcov_00JDVjSNiVyXPuh88NIDtx10VsIeNCEiPlxypvqkfbDdpJIlNSKGtQzcXEWYylzSOQDn27tuHD4xfsE23SLDoflbiBtXxYH2nJy5MJ26RXHsxUqDhLySL-FUbxREuZU6umHVm2AGq_ylvvWbqn4sLv07guSQvb73eF882hmSNIhCN9DAZTqyRMqt2ZErnd8ti7aaHzB0SRr_PkYbTW2a6fB0_tzoBnqcXbw__8d1mzU_RV-UxPgYiewbIsCPVEOaiT_c6i0o8Jm3ZkGwqnH_QWYXxO5hDt9_hc3T81WlFEsVtpYpEWCCUE03WE5svow4V5A7D9XVtfA3saTSki6h4Jl2xg59FisfWSrPafBuk-_dMDWL0beOzEX9yOzNdbeJ6M7iNdV2XUthBvo08w/https*3A*2F*2Fbccc.blog.brooklyn.edu*2Ffiles*2F2025*2F02*2FStaff-Cancer-Prevention-Event-March-4th2025.pdf__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!LRXxDv2l!VTV5m_KOJL-It3PCKfBKSlgJUs1H3vJzkdeby9pAjL2nyfHx0f7Mxan8L2O0E3UCUXu1e4xjKBx1r5h8j6Vz21g5xLqtcp1VefHz9A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/secure-web.cisco.com/1SRevbOXBHZ9iBicqk-c5CUmboxjhu1Ya7Bq643W2bDIWXuOZe6VPY9aZolAMdkac0hqChPrvKpsc4PurNILDSM4bx7ilp6dIPjZyKx0UjAIhbBJnBX0kkUC2BWjcz9uwAIRicv4XLc5FnoXAjUAi73y8W1gGWMccPD5VMLIiHq0BVLOEXd5OMxlc08yanHB6yWcdUjlEBfkqdhc28tVwMeSUMye_vrz3eHEJ-2TvUTY8D2xdMZQ7g_mMeJwQc2AcvGWHUyLzWB-6rOMRXqo5eNeIkgB2hkTyabkIIgGs9iTirErJW6MJ9suQla8TyjlcnTeMmwzR-BtLG0HHy_qCzUbVWpbUlGy_5IneMqjnxU45DjgNxCfOv0GR6N7BYA_GG_plwoUc0ilHldkqqEDUE53fujSYwOy07HWwxS1zp81CWrHNBT1SzTgv5v95NGGmlf9vbv0m1PzR5LARecl4SA/https*3A*2F*2Fwww.clubs.brooklyn.cuny.edu*2FWOC*2Frsvp_boot*3Fid*3D381449__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!LRXxDv2l!VTV5m_KOJL-It3PCKfBKSlgJUs1H3vJzkdeby9pAjL2nyfHx0f7Mxan8L2O0E3UCUXu1e4xjKBx1r5h8j6Vz21g5xLqtcp2NChX9rA$
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Margrethe Horlyck-Romanovsky, DrPH 

Assistant Professor, Health and Nutrition Sciences Department, 
Brooklyn College 
 
 
 

 

 

In 2-3 sentences can you describe your cancer research topic? 
 
My cancer research topic is epidemiological and spatial analysis of the distribution of key cancer 
screening activities such as mammograms and colonoscopies and understanding the role of 
social and structural determinants of access. I'm also interested in examining whether there is 
a connection between cancer screening rates and breast and colon cancer cases by NYC 
neighborhood.  
 
When and where did you start doing cancer research? 
 
I became interested in examining breast cancer rates when the issue was raised by our 
Caribbean community members. So, this year will be my first year conducting formal analysis 
of cancer data for Brooklyn.   
 

Briefly, what are the most rewarding and most challenging components of your cancer research 
career? 
 
The most rewarding is to get to collaborate with my colleague and spatial analysis expert, 
Professor Philogene. The most challenging part of cancer epidemiology is to get access to 
detailed data.   
 
Do you collaborate with external institutions? 
 
We expect to collaborate with researchers from Weill Cornell and SUNY Downstate.   
 
What do you do for fun in your free time? 
 
I kayak on the Hudson River, Jamaica Bay and the Atlantic Ocean. 

 



 
 
 
Oliatan Oladipupo, PhD  
BCCC-ACS Postdoctoral Fellow, Chemistry and Biochemistry Department, 
Brooklyn College, CUNY 
 
 
 

 

In 2-3 sentences can you describe your cancer research topic? 
 
My postdoctoral research in the Contel lab is focused on developing novel platinum(IV)- gold 
compounds with anticancer properties against ovarian cancer. The heterometallic compounds 
synthesized will be characterized and evaluated for stability. The delivery and targeting properties 
of the new compounds will be improved by encapsulating them in liposomes and immunoliposomes. 
The new metallodrugs will be investigated for their cytotoxicity in vitro and in vivo against selected 
ovarian cancer cell lines.  
 
When and where did you start doing cancer research? 
 
Cancer research for me started during my PhD. in Professor Papish lab at the university of Alabama 

Professor Papish lab at the university of Alabama where I synthesized, characterized, and studied 

the photobiology, photochemistry, and photophysics of protic Ru(II) polypyridyl compounds as 

potential type (II) photodynamic therapy agents.  

 
Briefly, what are the most rewarding and most challenging components of your cancer research 
career? 
 
I have always been interested in the way chemistry transforms life, especially in medicine. So, to be 
part of something that potentially can provide solutions to the "emperor of all maladies" is very 
worthwhile to me. Cancer research being multidisciplinary has also helped me to engage in 
productive collaborations. I am in a new field of bioinorganic chemistry, so the research and studies 
keep me on my toes.  
 
Do you collaborate with external institutions? 
 
I have enjoyed multidisciplinary collaborations in my past research. I believe collaboration is an 
essential advancement tool in science. The Contel lab where I currently work has ongoing 
collaborations with Dr. Jason Lewis at Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center (MSK) and Dr. 
Swayam Prabha at the University of Washington. 
 
What do you do for fun in your free time? 
 
In my free time, I spend time with my family, cook, bake, shop and listen to Juju music. 
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Joyce Escatel 
Masters Student, Psychology Department, Brooklyn College 
 
 
 
 

 

In 1-2 sentences can you describe your cancer research topic? 
 
The human papillomavirus (HPV) is a common viral infection that may lead to cancer due to 
persistent infections that the body cannot get rid of, and the best way to protect oneself is to get 
vaccinated. There are currently low rates of HPV vaccination among emerging adults due to health 
disparities that exist. My goal is to employ an intersectional lens in exploring factors and reasons 
for initiating or not initiating the HPV vaccination series and to aid multiple stakeholders, including 
colleges, healthcare centers, and community initiatives, that aim to reduce cancer rates and health 
disparities among diverse emerging adults.  
 

When did you know that you wanted to learn about cancer and start doing cancer research? 
 
I began my cancer research career during the first semester of my Master's program at Brooklyn 
College. I started working with both Dr. Cheryl Carmichael and Dr. Laura Reigada on my master's 
thesis and have always been interested in health disparities, even as an undergraduate, which 
sparked my passion for cancer research and led me to choose HPV health disparities as my topic 
of study.  
 
Briefly, what are the most rewarding and most challenging components of your cancer research 
experience with the BCCC-CURE? 
 
The most rewarding component of my cancer research career is knowing I am contributing to the 
fight against cancer. It has enlightened a passion for research that I have been searching for in my 
undergraduate studies, and I am grateful to have found it so soon in my graduate-level research. 
It has also been rewarding to grow as a scientist, as my skills have developed and improved, and 
this growth has translated to my research and writing. The only current challenge I face in my 
cancer research career is the limited time I have for my overall project. I have many ideas I wish I 
could do all at once, but I plan to continue jotting them down for the next stage in my career!  
 

Do you collaborate with external institutions? 
 
I currently do not collaborate with any external institutions, but my goal is to collaborate once I 
advance in my career.  
 

What do you do for fun in your free time? 
 
During my free time, I enjoy going to the gym, crocheting, watching movies or shows, playing some 
Animal Crossing, and meeting up with friends to go on adventures! 

 



 

BCCC-CURE Fall 2025 Scientific Seminars and Community Outreach 
& Education Events to be announced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMIN G BCCC - CURE EVENTS  

Stay Connected!  
 

Please visit our website to find timely information about our past and 
upcoming educational opportunities, community outreach events, and 
information about becoming a BCCC-CURE member.  

 
 
 
 

 

 
@BCCancerCenter 

139 New Ingersoll Hall 
2900 Bedford Ave  
Brooklyn, NY 11210 
718-951-5413 
bccc-cure@brooklyn.cuny.edu 

http://bccc.blog.brooklyn.edu/
mailto:bccc-cure@brooklyn.cuny.edu
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